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Influenza Strains Isolated in a Public Health Center and a

Private Hospital during 1996-1997

ABSTRACT

Influenza is one of the few respiratory diseases which can be prevented with vaccination. However, the
main difficulty in preventing influenza is the ability of the virus to constantly change and evolve. Therefore,
surveillance and effective virus isolation play a crucial role in vaccine formulation and disease control.
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The National Institute of Health was able to isolate the influenza virus from 268 cases (12.7%)
comprised of 34 different isolates in 1996. In 1997, the figures were 579 cases (24.5%) comprised of 142 different
isolates. The majority of cases occurred in children and adolescents aged under 14 years (61.8% in 1996 and
73.3% in 1997). Although the influenza virus prevailed year round, an increase in cases was reported mainly
during the rainy seasons from June to October. Strains identified in 1996 consisted of A/Johannesburg/33/94
(HaN2), A/Wuhan/359/95 (H3N2) and B/Beijing/184/93. In 1997, many different type A strains were reported :
A/South Africa/1147/96 (H3N2), A/Sydney/5/97 (H3N2), A/Auckland/108/96 (H3N2), A/Nanchang/933/95 (HaN2) and
A/Wuhan/359/95 (H3N2). Two HiNs strains, A/Beijing/262/95 and A/Johannesburg/82/96, were also isolated, but
infrequently. As for type B strains, B/Beijing/184/93, B/Harbin/7/94 and B/Guangdong/8/93 were found. This data
on circulating influenza strains in Thailand should be taken into consideration by the World Health Qrganization

(WHO) in recommending strains to be incorporated into influenza vaccines in the future.
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