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Herpes simplex virus 1 (HSV 1)* Human herpesvirus 1 HHV 1
Herpes simplex virus 2 (HSV 1)  Human herpesvirus 2 HHV 2 Alpha

Varicella-zoster virus (VZV) Human herpesvirus 3 HHV 3
Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) Human herpesvirus 4 HHV 4 Gamma
Cytomegalovirus (CMV) Human herpesvirus 5 HHV 5

Human herpesvirus 6 HHV 6 Beta
Human herpesvirus 7 HHV 7
Human herpesvirus 8 HHV 8 Alpha
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The family Herpesviridae has been elevated to the order
Herpesvirales. This order currently has 3 families, 3 subfamilies
plus 1 unassigned, 17 genera plus 4 unassigned, and 90 species."”
The following genera are included in the family
Herpesviridae:
¢ Subfamily Alphaherpesvirinae

o  Genus ltovirus; type species: Gallid herpesvirus 1

B Species: Gallid herpesvirus 1, Psittacid herpesvirus
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o Genus Mardivirus; type species: Gallid herpesvirus 2
B Species: Columbid herpesvirus 1, Gallid herpesvirus
2, Gallid herpesvirus 3, Meleagrid herpesvirus 1

o  Genus Simplexvirus; type species: Human herpesvirus

B Species: Ateline herpesvirus 1, Bovine herpesvirus
2, Cercopithecine herpesvirus 2, Human herpesvirus 1, Human
herpesvirus 2, Leporid herpesvirus 4, Macacine herpesvirus 1,
Macropodid herpesvirus 1, Macropodid herpesvirus 2, Papiine
herpesvirus 2, Saimiriine herpesvirus 1

o Genus Unassigned

B Species: Chelonid herpesvirus 5, Chelonid

herpesvirus 6

o  Genus Varicellovirus; type species: Human herpesvirus

B Species: Bovine herpesvirus 1, Bovine herpesvirus
5, Bubaline herpesvirus 1, Canid herpesvirus 1, Caprine
herpesvirus 1, Cercopithecine herpesvirus 9, Cervid herpesvirus
1, Cervid herpesvirus 2, Equid herpesvirus 1, Equid herpesvirus
3, Equid herpesvirus 4, Equid herpesvirus 8, Equid herpesvirus
9, Felid herpesvirus 1, Human herpesvirus 3, Phocid herpesvirus

1, Suid herpesvirus
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¢ Subfamily Betaherpesvirinae
o Genus Cytomegalovirus; type species: Human
herpesvirus 5
B Species: Cercopithecine herpesvirus 5, Human
herpesvirus 5, Macacine herpesvirus 3, Panine herpesvirus 2
o Genus Muromegalovirus; type species: Murid
herpesvirus 1
B Species: Murid herpesvirus 1, Murid herpesvirus 2
o Genus Proboscivirus; type species: Elephantid
herpesvirus 1

o  Genus Roseolovirus; type species: Human herpesvirus
B Species: Human herpesvirus 6, Human herpesvirus
o Genus Unassigned
B Species: Caviid herpesvirus 2, Suid herpesvirus 2,
Tupaiid herpesvirus 1
¢ Subfamily Gammaherpesvirinae

o Genus Lymphocryptovirus; type species: Human

herpesvirus 4
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B Species: Callitrichine herpesvirus 3, Cercopithecine
herpesvirus 14, Gorilline herpesvirus 1, Human herpesvirus 4,
Macacine herpesvirus 4, Panine herpesvirus 1, Papiine
herpesvirus 1, Pongine herpesvirus 2

o Genus Macavirus; type species: Alcelaphine
herpesvirus 1

B Species: Alcelaphine herpesvirus 1, Alcelaphine
herpesvirus 2, Bovine herpesvirus 6, Caprine herpesvirus 2,
Hippotragine herpesvirus 1, Ovine herpesvirus 2, Suid herpesvirus
3, Suid herpesvirus 4, Suid herpesvirus 5

o  Genus Percavirus; type species: Equid herpesvirus 2

B Species: Equid herpesvirus 2, Equid herpesvirus 5,

Mustelid herpesvirus 1
o Genus Rhadinovirus; type species: Saimiriine
herpesvirus 2

B Species: Ateline herpesvirus 2, Ateline herpesvirus
3, Bovine herpesvirus 4, Human herpesvirus 8, Macacine
herpesvirus 5, Murid herpesvirus 4, Saimiriine herpesvirus 2

o Genus Unassigned
B Species: Equid herpesvirus 7, Phocid herpesvirus 2,

Saguinine herpesvirus 1
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¢ Subfamily Unassigned
o Genus Unassigned

B Species: Iguanid herpesvirus 2
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Drugs. 1995 Aug;50(2):396-415.

Famciclovir. A review of its pharmacological properties and therapeutic

efficacy in herpesvirus infections.

Perry CM, Wagstaff AJ.

Adis International Limited, Auckland, New Zealand.

Abstract

Famciclovir, a synthetic acyclic guanine derivative, is a prodrug which,
after oral administration, is rapidly metabolised to the highly bioavailable antiviral
compound penciclovir. Penciclovir is active in vitro against the herpesviruses
herpes simplex virus (HSV)-1, HSV-2 and varicella zoster virus (VZV).
Famciclovir is an effective treatment of immunocompetent patients with acute
herpes zoster (shingles) caused by VZV. Comparative studies have demonstrated
that famciclovir has therapeutic efficacy similar to that of oral aciclovir (acyclovir)
in attenuating the acute signs and symptoms of infection (including pain during
the acute phase of infection). In a placebo-controlled study, famciclovir
significantly reduced the duration of postherpetic neuralgia; this effect was more
pronounced (almost a 3-fold reduction) in patients aged > or = 50 years. In
immunocompetent patients with recurrent genital herpes infection, suppressive
treatment with oral famciclovir effectively prolonged the time to recurrence of
symptomatic episodes of infection compared with placebo. In addition,
famciclovir significantly reduced the duration of viral shedding, accelerated
healing of genital herpes lesions and reduced the duration of symptoms.
Famciclovir is reported to be the first antiviral agent to significantly reduce
symptoms associated with multiple genital herpes lesions. Famciclovir is a well-
tolerated drug with a tolerability profile similar to that of placebo and aciclovir.
Thus, famciclovir is now established as an effective treatment of
immunocompetent patients with herpes zoster or genital herpes infection,
particularly as famciclovir is administered in a convenient dosage regimen that

may improve compliance compared with aciclovir.
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